[Pulmonary circulation and right ventricular function in primary arterial hypertension].
Selected parameters of the pulmonary circulation and right ventricular performance were studied in 30 patients with primary arterial hypertension. Four patients belonged to the WHO class I, four to class I/II, 18 to class II and the remaining four to class III. Patients were eligible, if they were in sinus rhythm, without symptoms of left ventricular failure and diseases that night influence pulmonary pressures, and if drugs affecting cardiac performance could be withdrawn safely for 3 days. Ten healthy subjects served as control group. The mean pulmonary capillary wedge pressure and mean pulmonary artery pressure were similar in both groups. In contrast, the systolic pulmonary arterial pressure exceeded 30 mm Hg in 6 patients. Mean pulmonary vascular resistance was higher in examined patients than in the control group. Right ventricular end-diastolic pressure was above 5 mm Hg in as much as 50% of patients. Mean systolic ejection rate showed a tendency to decrease. The results indicate that part of patients with primary arterial hypertension exhibits disorders in the pulmonary circulation and right ventricular performance.